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disappeared because he had the instinct to conceal
himself, and at a moment's notice. So far as we know,
there was no urgent necessity for Venner to disappear.
He was not wanted by the police, for instance. And,
no doubt, all his arrangements were carefully made be-
forehand."
" Then in your opinion, this man Venner has effaced
himself voluntarily?" Dr. Priestley remarked.
" Effaced himself! That's better. 1 don't like the
term disappearance, for nobody can disappear, in the
scientific sense of the word. He can only cease to be
visible to his own particular circle. But I have np
opinion on the matter, I'm merely offering a suggestion.
One might go so far as to classify these cases o£ people
vanishing from their usual surroundings."
The subject interested the Superintendent. He was
always willing to learn. Experience had shown him
that a detective's education was never complete. And
he had the greatest respect for the intellectual powers
of men like Dr. Priestley and Sir Alured Faversham,
Theorists, of course, with no practical experience. But
still, even theorists could be worth listening to.
"And how would you classify them, Sir Alured?"
he asked.
Faversham smiled. " I seem to have done most of
the talking this evening/* he replied. ** Suppose we
refer that question to our host? He's far more competent
to answer it than I am/'
Dr. Priestley laid down the pencil which he had
picked up. "I do not know that my system of classifl
cation would meet with your approval, Faversham/' he
said. " I should divide these cases into four classes.
First, disappearance due to death, by murder, suicide,
or accident, A man might be murdered, "and his body
hidden in a wood. He might throw himself into the sea.
He might fall into a well.

